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Joseph Bonnet & John Hays Hammond Jr. (July 1941)



Joseph Bonnet & John Hays Hammond Jr. Charles O’Connell (Credit: Discogs)



of the pipe organ of several hundred stops –
“An extraordinary, interesting, but 
quite badly organized instrument.”

- Charles O’Connell, 1947
The Other Side of the Record

❖ Ernest M. Skinner
❖ G. Donald Harrison
❖ T. Tertius Noble
❖ The Aeolian Company



Upper Choir/Woodwind Division (Present Day) (Credit: John Roper)



Hammond & Bonnet With Microphones for Recording (July 1941)



John Hays 
Hammond 
Jr.
Apr. 1888 - Feb. 1965



Hammond Jr. & Hammond Sr.

John Hays Hammond Sr.
❖ Mining Engineer
❖ Diplomat & Special Ambassador
❖ Philanthropist

Hammond Sr. & William Taft



Hammond Sr. & Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lindbergh 







January 23rd, 1908



December 15th, 1908





The 
Bungalow
Era: 1919-1929





Workshop Building With the Other Hammond Estate 
Buildings Visible in the Background (1920s)



Charles Willett (1863-1939)
Johnson, E.M. Skinner, and Hammond

Albert Trenor (born 1888)
Engineer/Manager for Hammond



Era: 1919-1925
The First Organ



Experimenting With Organ 
Tone and Layout

Mechanical Musical 
Control of Pipe Organs



Experimenting With Organ Tone and Layout

❖ Separate families of sound imitating the layout of the orchestra
❖ Control of the volume and tone of the organ

➢ Pipes that can change their pitch for a  Glissando effect
➢ Valves that close slowly allowing for a fade effect after a note is played

❖ Interest in new technology for tone generation
➢ Choralcelo





Mechanical Musical Control of Pipe Organs
❖ Pipe Organs That Could Play Themselves Via Organ Rolls
❖ Finding New Controls and Input Devices for the Organ



Ernest M. Skinner (1866-1960)

❖ Organ builder in the Boston Area
❖ Famous for creating instruments emphasizing 

orchestral sound
❖ Worked for George Ryder & George Hutchings before 

forming his own company in 1902
❖ Had built around 200 organs across the country by 

the time he met Hammond in 1919







Bungalow Organ Timeline
❖ 1919: Hammond designs the organ and meets Skinner
❖ 1919-1924: Construction of the organ

➢ New pipes from Skinner and the Samuel Pierce Company of Reading MA

➢ Chests and mechanism built by Charles Willett in Quincy MA

➢ Additional parts purchased new or taken from other instruments



Organ Facades and Console in the Interior of the Bungalow (ca. 1925)





Bungalow Organ Timeline
❖ 1919: Hammond designs the organ and meets Skinner
❖ 1919-1924: Construction of the organ

➢ New pipes from Skinner and the Samuel Pierce Company of Reading MA

➢ Chests and mechanism built by Charles Willett in Quincy MA

➢ Additional parts purchased new or taken from organ instruments

❖ December 1924: Marcel Dupre visits



The
Castle
Era: 1929-1939





A New
Beginning
Era: 1939-1941



A New Beginning 1939-1944
❖ June 1939 Hammond writes to his friend, the 

pianist Lester Donahue that he has started to 
reassemble the organ.









Welte-Mignon Corporation Opus  253, 1927
St. Andrew Methodist Church Manhattan, NY





G. Donald Harrison (1889-1956)

❖ Organ builder builder originally from England
❖ Joined the Skinner Company in 1927
❖ Most famous for "American Classic" organ design
❖ Had taken over the tonal  design of  Aeolian-Skinner  

organs after E.M. Skinner was ousted in 1933





July 10th, 1941

Music:  Halfdan Kjerulf - 
Lullaby from 3 Pieces, Op. 4













Castle Organ Timeline
❖ June 1939: Hammond decides to rebuild organ
❖ 1940: Hammond purchases Welte organ from New York
❖ 1941: Hammond purchases Mixtures and 8’ Metal Bourdon from G. Donald Harrison/A. Skinner
❖ July 1941: Joseph Bonnett records the organ

❖ 1942:  Hammond adds Solo Division from E.M. Skinner
❖ May 1944: Positiv Division from G. Donald Harrison/A. Skinner
❖ June 1944: Asks Austin for new console
❖ August 1945: New console completed



The Organ From 1945 - 1965



The Organ From 1945 - 1965

❖ Not much (if any) changes or additions to the instrument
❖ Focus on performers and performances
❖ Organ maintenance performed first by Tobert Cheek and Hammond’s staff, then by 

Roy Carlson and his company



Marcel Dupre
1946, 1947, 1948



Richard Ellsasser
Era: 1946-1972



Virgil Fox
Era: 1946-1976



Virgil Fox at Hammond Castle 1946-1965
❖ One of the many famous organists Hammond befriended and asked to play concerts
❖ Recorded albums at the castle in 1946 and 1953



Virgil Fox at Hammond Castle 1974-1976









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xopsc1EfA5Y

